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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


August,  1951. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Whitefield. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1950  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  district. 

The  1951  census  gave  a  population  figure  of  12,912.  The 
Regstrar  General’s  estimate  of  18,030  for  mid-1950  was,  there¬ 
fore,  very  accurate.  The  population  at  the  1931  census  was 
3,400  less.  Whitefield  has  made  arrangements  to  take  some 
of  Manchester’s  overspill,  and  a  building  programme  of  450 
houses  is  contemplated  in  the  next  three  years. 

The  adjusted  live  birth  and  death  rates  were  almost  equal, 
being  13.8  and  13.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  respectively. 

The  birth  rate  was  lower  than  the  national  rate,  which  was 
15.8,  and  the  death  rate  was  higher  (13.7  for  Whitefield  com¬ 
pared  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales). 

There  has  been  no  undue  incidence  of  illness  or  outbreak  of 
infection  during  the  year.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  nil, 
but  the  infant  mortality  rate — that  is  the  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  in  the  first  year  of  life  per  1,000  live  births,  was  nearly 
double  the  national  rate.  Allowance  has  to  be  made  for  the  small 
numbers  involved.  A  five  year  average  gives  a  value  slightly 
above  the  national  rate. 

One  mild  case  of  diphtheria  was  recorded  although  the 
diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  bacteriologically. 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  caused  seven  deaths  and  there  were 
two  deaths  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  Eighteen  new 
cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  reported,  together  with 
three  new  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  These  are 
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figures  which  could  and  should  be  reduced  because  tuberculosis 
is  an  infectious  disease,  and  the  victory  which  has  been  won  over 
diphtheria  is  also  possible  in  the  case  of  tuberculosis,  though  it 
may  not  be  so  complete. 

Raw  milk  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  in  33%  of 
samples  (3  positive  out  of  9  samples).  Heat  treated  milk  was 
always  negative  for  tubercle  bacilli  (13  samples). 

This  is  one  obvious  source  of  tuberculous  infection.  It 
can  be  avoided  by  the  simple  process  of  boiling  raw 

milk  or  by  insisting  on  tuberculin  tested  or  heat  treated 

milk.  The  three  positive  samples  mean  that  tuberculous 
milk  was  delivered  in  Whitefield  over  a  period  of  several 
weeks,  not  less  than  six,  and  probably  over  12  or  more  weeks. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quan¬ 
tity. 

The  number  of  houses  actually  completed  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  was  14,  together  with  5  completed  by  private 
enterprise. 

The  full  allocation  of  houses  allowed  by  the  Ministry  is  dealt 
with  each  year.  This  is  40  dwellings  per  year. 

There  are  applications  from  286  families  living  in  Whitefield 
who  are  not  in  self  contained  units  of  accommodation. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Table  1.— STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

Area — 3,261  acres. 

Population — Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  : — 

resident  population  mid  1950  ....  13,030. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  Books  at  the  end 
of  1950—4,319. 

Rateable  Value  1950 — £80,751. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1949/50 — £326. 

Table  II.— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1950. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  .. 

.  178 

97 

81  1 

Live 

Births 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of 
•  the  estimated  resident 

Total 

181 

98 

83 

J 

population — 13.9. 

Still  Births . 

4 

4 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births — 22. 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

166 

91 

75 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  average 
population — 12.7. 

Adjusted  birth-rate — 13.8  (comparability  factor) — 0.99. 
Adjusted  death-rate- — 13.7  (comparability  factor) — 1.08. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  Nil. 

Other  Maternal  causes  Nil. 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  .  8  6  2 

Illegitimate  .  1  —  1 

Total .  9  6  3 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  50 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  45 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  333 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  26 

,,  „  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Whooping-cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

I 
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Table  III.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1950. 

M.  F. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  diseases  .... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

All  causes 


4 

3 


14 

17 

3 

17 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 


2 

2 


4 
1 
2 
1 

5 
1 

9 

6 

18 

3 

1 

4 


9  14 

—  1 

2  — 


91 


75 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Irwell  Valley 
Water  Board. 

Source  of  Supply  : — Upland  Surface. 

Supplies  to  Houses — 

From  Public  Mains — 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses,  4,213. 

Estimated  No.  of  Popidation,  13,000. 

From  Private  Supplies  (Wells,  Springs,  etc.)  — 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses,  9. 

Estimated  No.  of  Population,  38. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity  during  the  year. 

No.  of  Bacteriological  examinations  :  137. 

Results  :  mainly  satisfactory. 

No.  of  Chemical  Analysis,  30. 

Results  :  Satisfactory. 

All  water  is  chlorinated. 

* 

Water  liable  to  plumbo  solvent  action  is  lime  treated. 

Extensions  of  water  supply  ;  652  yards  of  mains  for  new  housing. 

Section  C. — Housing  1936  Act. 

Full  details  of  housing  inspections  and  action  under  statutory 
powers  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

There  was  one  case  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 
year,  but  the  standard  of  two  persons  per  room  is  one  which  is 
so  low  that  difficulties  arise  such  as  moral  overcrowding  in  bed¬ 
rooms.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved  during  the  year. 

No  representations  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
unfit  houses.  Four  Council  houses  were  treated  for  infestation 
of  beetles.  Two  houses  were  treated  for  infestation  of  bugs. 

Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Licences. — The  following  Licences  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  (Amendment)  Regulations, 
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1949.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1949,  have  been  issued: 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (1)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(2)  Distribution  .  7 

Accredited  Milk  (1)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(2)  Distribution  .  Nil 

Pasteurised  Milk  (1)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(2)  Retail  Distributors  .  22 

Sterilised  .  18 


(b)  Dairies,  Milk  Shops. — There  are  22  Retail  purveyors 
of  Milk.  Regular  inspections  of  the  premises  were  made  during 
the  year,  and  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

Action  taken  by  local  authority  in  relation  to — 

(a)  Raw  Milk— 

(i)  Tuberculosis — biological  tests. 

No.  of  samples  9.  Positive  3.  Negative  6. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  examinations. 

No.  of  samples  13.  Satisfactory  10. 
Unsatisfactory  3. 

(iii)  Sediment  tests. 

No.  of  samples,  None. 

(b)  "  Heat  Treated  ”  Milk. 

(i)  Phosphatase  test. 

No.  of  samples,  22.  Satisfactory,  21. 
Unsatisfactory,  1. 

(ii)  Turbidity  test. 

No.  of  samples,  7.  Satisfactory,  7. 
Unsatisfactory,  None. 

(iii)  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test. 

No.  of  samples,  22.  Satisfactory,  22. 
Unsatisfactory,  None. 

(iv)  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  samples,  13.  Positive,  None. 

Negative,  13. 
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No.  of  notifications  of  tuberculous  milk  forwarded  to  the 
Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
(this  will  normally  be  the  total  of  positive  samples  indicated  in 
parts  (a)  (i)  and  (b)  (iv)  above — 3. 

Results  of  Ministry  investigations  during  the  year  arising 
from  notifications  by  the  local  authority — 

No.  of  veterinary  inspections,  9. 

No.  of  cases  where  animals  seized  under  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1938,  4. 

No.  of  animals  seized,  4. 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative  where  animals  had  been  sold  prior 
to  investigation,  None. 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative,  no  animals  seized,  None. 
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Meat  Supply. 

Routine  inspection  of  meat  in  shops  has  continued.  Details 
are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Ice-Cream, 

There  are  in  the  area  26  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream.  The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was 
45 ;  only  29  samples  reached  a  satisfactory  standard  under  the 
Provisional  Grading  Scheme. 

In  addition  to  the  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  this 
commodity  there  are  quite  a  number  of  street  vendors  who  come 
into  the  area,  and  the  vehicles  used  by  these  people  often  leave 
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much  to  be  desired,  and  unfortunately  control  in  this  direction  is 
unsatisfactory.  One  hopes  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
sale  of  unwrapped  ice-cream,  particularly  on  the  street,  will  be 
prohibited. 

Bakehouses,  Food  Shops,  Fish  Fryers,  and  Meat  Shops. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  above  premises 
throughout  the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Posters  relating  to  the  need  for  personal  cleanliness  when  handling 
food  have  been  circulated  to  all  Food  Shops. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  Disease. 

There  was  a  moderate  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles, 
and  Whooping  Cough. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  or  food  poisoning  were  reported. 

One  mild  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported  in  an  immunised 
child  aged  3,  but  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  bacteriologic- 

ally. 
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Table  IV. 


Disease 

Total  of 
notified 
cases 
(corr’ctd) 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

23 

18 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous 
croup) 

1 

1 

— 

Measles  (excluding  German  Measles) 

211 

1 

— 

Whooping  cough 

78 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  and 
Influenza) 

5 

— • 

— 

? 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  ....  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  cases  .... 

319 

21 

- — ■ 

The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  during  1950  : — 


Diphtheria  —  19. 


Typhoid  —  49. 


TABLE  V.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1950. 

(after  correction). 
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Table  VL 
DIPHTHERIA. 


Year. 

No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  De 

1933 

.  17  . 

1 

1934 

.  11  . 

.  Nil. 

1935 

14 

Nil. 

1936 

.  17  . 

.  2 

1937 

.  14  . 

1 

1938 

.  51  . 

.  2 

1939 

.  32 

1 

*1940 

.  6  . 

•  1 

1941 

.  3  . 

Nil. 

1942 

.  Nil . 

.  Nil. 

1943 

.  Nil. 

Nil. 

1944 

.  4 

Nil. 

1945 

.  5 

Nil. 

1946 

.  Nil. 

Nil. 

1947  .  ... 

.  1 

Nil. 

1948 

.  Nil. 

Nil. 

1949 

.  Ni'. 

Nil. 

1950 

.  t  1 

.  Nil. 

*  Immunisation  Scheme  started  May,  1940. 
t  Clinical  diagnosis  only,  not  confirmed  bacteriologically. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  VII. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1950. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Resp’t’y 

non-  Resp’t’ry 

Resp’t’y 

non-Resp’t’ry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years  0 —  ... 

1-  . 

2—  . 

C 

1 

1 

2 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

)  >  3 

„  10- 
„  15— 

„  20— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  25- 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  35- 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

„  45— 

4 

1 

- — 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

„  55— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

„  65—  . 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

■ — 

- — 

— 

,,  75  &  upwards 

Totals 

12 

6 

1 

2 

5 

2 

- — 

2 

18 

3' 

h 

j 

2 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 


Provision  is  made  here  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises 
of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  who  are  living'  in  insani¬ 
tary  conditions,  and  who  are  unable  to  obtain  proper  care  and 
attention.  No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  in  regard  to  general  hygiene,  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation,  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  have  been  carried  out. 
Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  F’ac- 
tories.  Details  of  the  inspections  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector’s  Report.  A  report  given  under  Section  128  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  is  appended. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Whitefield. 

Health  and  Cleansing  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Whitefield, 

August,  1951. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 
of  Whitefield. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  my 
22nd  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  district 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950,  whilst  the  Cleansing 
Section  covers  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1951. 

During  the  period  under  review  1,741  premises  have  been 
visited,  600  defects  or  nuisances  were  found,  and  642  abated. 

222  Informal  Notices  and  15  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  district  is  practically  all 
on  water  carriage  system,  with  the  exception  of  the  houses  in  the 
Hillock  area,  this  area  being  far  from  ideal,  there  being  no  proper 
system  of  drainage. 

May  I  express  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  staff  in  general,  my  appreciation  of  the  valued 
assistance  and  co-operation  shown  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  HODGSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Complaints  Investigated  106 

Bakehouses  26 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  10 

Knackers  Yards  and  Slaughter-houses  26 

Food  Shops  and  Street  Vendors  89 

Factories  re  Smoke  19 

Smoke  Observations  13 

Factories  26 

Fried  Fish  Shops  5 

Dwelling-houses —  Public  Health  Acts  72 

Housing  Acts  21 

Infectious  Diseases  28 

m  Council  Houses  77 

Re-visits — Public  Health  Acts  118 

Housing  Acts  31 

Infectious  Diseases  14 

Council  Houses  4 

Drains — New  Buildings  23 

Old  Buildings  ....  162 

Piggeries  and  Stables  7 

Builders  and  Owners  Interviewed  21 

Rodent  Control  306 

Work  in  Progress — Public  Health  Acts  97 

Housing  Acts  2 

Ice  Cream  Premises  48 

Shops  Act  147 

Cleansing  Visits  83 

Miscellaneous  88 

Housing  Tenancy  30 

Caravans  ..  20 

Schools  ....  ....  ...  30 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 


under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  for  the  past  five  years 


INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES. 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Stairs  repaired  . 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

Ceilings  and  walls  replastered . 

24 

28 

92 

19 

57 

New  Skirting  Boards  fixed 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

15 

38 

5 

16 

Dampness  abated  . 

16 

13 

43 

9 

25 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

5 

9 

44 

7 

23 

New  Sinks  fixed  . 

1 

4 

16 

3 

1 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  renewed  or  repaired 

3 

2 

6 

1 

6 

Ventilation  improved 

3 

— 

10 

2 

— 

Fire  Ranges  repaired  . 

— 

— 

12 

2 

3 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired 

1 

— 

15 

2 

2 

Handrails  fixed  . 

— 

2 

9 

2 

7 

Washing  Boilers  renewed  or  repaired 

1 

2 

5 

1 

- — 

Houses  cleansed  . 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Brickwork  repaired  . 

3 

— 

6 

4 

6 

Adequate  Water  Supply  Provided 

- — - 

2 

— 

26 

— 

Cisterns  renewed  . 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES. 

Damp  Course  inserted  . 

— 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

Roofs  repaired 

11 

18 

22 

10 

19 

Walls  repointed 

8 

12 

25 

6 

17 

Chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt 

1 

11 

23 

3 

9 

Eaves  Gutters  renewed  or  repaired 

8 

14 

24 

7 

26 

Yards  repaired  or  re-paved 

13 

5 

8 

3 

3 

Rainwater  Pipes  renewed 

8 

3 

13 

5 

7 

Rainwater  Pipes  disconnected  from 
drains  . 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Brickwork  repaired 

5 

3 

10 

4 

1 

Walls  rebuilt  . 

1 

— 

5 

1 

1 

Yard  Walls  repaired  . 

2 

4 

5 

2 

— 

Coal  Stores  rebuilt 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

New  Cills  fixed 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Paths  relaid 

— 

— 

4 

16 

9 

Slate  Hangings  repaired 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Yard  Gates  renewed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

DRAINAGE. 

Drains  cleansed . 

15 

13 

13 

8 

13 

Drains  repaired . 

5 

6 

3 

4 

8 

Drains  reconstructed 

2 

6 

— 

6 

2 

New  Glazed  Gullies  fixed 

4 

— 

— 

10 

18 

Inspection  Chambers  provided 

3 

2 

— 

4 

Intercepting  Traps  fixed  .... 

2 

| — 

— 

— 

3 

Ventilating  Shafts  repaired 

— 

6 

7 

— 

— 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired . 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

2 

1 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

W.C.  Fittings  renewed  or  repaired 

2 

4 

3 

2 

12 

W.C.  Structures  repaired  or  rebuilt 

2 

8 

7 

5 

4 

W.C.  Service  Pipes  repaired 

3 

8 

6 

4 

3 

Pail  Closets  provided  in  lieu  of  privy 

closets  . 

1 

3 

1 

— 

8 

Rochdale  Pails  renewed 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

Additional  Closets  provided 

3 

— 

5 

6 

4 

Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to 

fresh  water  closets  . 

— 

— 

2 

3 

31 

W.C.  Pedestals  renewed 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

Waste  Water  Closets  repaired 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Privy  Middens  repaired 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

ACCOMMODATION  FOR 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Dust  Bins  renewed 

278 

271 

239 

232 

262 

Dust  Bins  provided  in  lieu  of  Privy 

Middens  . 

1 

3 

— 

— 

12 

Disused  Ashpits  abolished 

7 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Bin  Sheds  repaired  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dust  Bins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits 

- — - 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

4 

.  3 

— 

3 

5 

Accumulations  removed  . 

2 

1 

1 

5 

4 
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Housing. 

During-  the  period  under  review  more  attention  was  devoted 
to  the  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Housing-  Acts,  and  where 
necessary  informal  notices  were  served. 

The  lack  of  building-  materials  and  labour  has  caused  some 
delay  in  getting  necessary  work  carried  out  ;  a  further  obstacle, 
however,  is  the  ever-increasing  cost  of  repairs  on  fixed  rentals 
at  pre-war  levels. 

No  representations  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  respect  of  unfit  houses ;  nevertheless  this  does  not 
mean  there  are  no  unfit  houses  in  the  area.  It  will  be  appreciated 
that  due  to  circumstances  beyond  control  the  Council  are  not  in 
a  position  to  re-house  people  from  unfit  houses  should  representa¬ 
tions  be  made.  There  are  a  large  number  of  houses  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  which  cannot  be  brought  to  a  reasonable  standard  of  fitness, 
these  being  old  and  worn  out,  and  the  only  thing  that  can  be 
done  under  present-day  circumstances  is  to  see  that  they  are  kept 
wind  and  weather  tight. 

Two  houses  were  demolished  during  the  period  under  review. 

One  case  of  legal  overcrowding  was  reported,  and  two  were 
relieved  during  the  year. 

Statistics  as  to  the  extent  of  legal  overcrowding  are  not 
available,  and  these  could  only  be  obtained  by  means  of  a  com¬ 
plete  survey  of  the  district,  as  was  carried  out  in  1936. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  etc. 

Two  Council  Houses  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The 
work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  contract. 

Four  Council  Houses  were  treated  due  to  infestation  of  cock¬ 
roaches  and  snails. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  THE 
FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  duties  of  safeguarding  the  district’s  food  supply  have 
been  vigorously  carried  out  during  the  year. 

In  February  the  Council  approved  Bye-laws  made  under 
Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  for  securing  the 
observance  of  Sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in 
connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food, 
sold  or  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption.  The  Bye-laws 
became  operative  on  the  15th  May,  1950,  and  copies  were  sup¬ 
plied  free  to  all  food  traders  in  the  area. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  are  approximately 
132,  and  comprise  as  follows  : — 


Grocery  and  Provisions 

40 

Butchers  . 

15 

Sweets  and  Ice-cream  ... 

16 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

9 

Confectioners  . 

15 

Tripe  and  Cooked  Meats 

3 

Greengrocery  . 

11 

Fish  and  Poultry . . 

2 

Licensed  Premises  . 

14 

Sweet  Manufactures 

2 

Chemists  . 

5 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  provision  of  the  above  Act  relating  to  the  sampling  of 
food  for  quality  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  S.  C.  Gawne,  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  for  the  following  summary  of  works  carried  out  in 
this  district : — 

SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

A  total  of  68  samples  was  obtained  ;  of  these  31  were  of 
milk,  and  the  37  others  comprised  : — 

5  vegetables,  canned.  2  Ice-cream. 

8  Tea.  2  Aspirin  Tablets. 

4  Cheese.  2  Pilchards,  canned. 
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2  Mixed  Pickles. 

1  Piccalilli. 

3  Margarine. 

4  Baking  Powder. 
3  Cooking  Fat. 


2  Cod  Liver  Oil. 

1  Crab,  canned. 

1  Herrings,  canned. 

1  Pickled  Onion. 

1  Red  Cherries,  canned. 


All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  County  Analyst 
to  be  genuine,  with  the  exception  of  one  formal  milk,  which  was 
found  upon  analysis  to  be  deficient  of  3.3  per  cent.  fat.  The 
vendor  of  this  sample  was  interviewed  re  the  result. 


Ice-Cream. 

There  are  twenty-six  premises  registered  under  Section  116 
of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General 
Powers)  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice-cream,  an 
increase  of  five  over"  last  year. 

One  manufacturer  has,  during  the  year,  built  a  modern  dairy 
and  equipped  it  with  the  latest  appliances. 

Forty-five  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  the  results  of  which  were  as  follows  : — 

19  in  Provisional  Grade  1=41.3% 

10  „  „  2-21.73% 

12  „  „  3-26.08% 

4  „  „  4-10.8% 

The  sale  by  street  vendors  from  various  types  of  vehicles  still 
continues,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  we  have  no  power  to  compel 
registration  of  either  the  person  or  vehicles ;  one  fully  appreciates 
some  vehicles  are  ideal  for  the  purpose,  but  there  are  others  which 
if  registration  was  called  for  would  not  be  tolerated. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

The  following  unsound  foods  were  condemned  and  sur¬ 
rendered  from  shops  in  the  area  : — 

1  cwt.  1  qr.  of  Flour. 

1  191b.  tin  of  Ham. 

1  111b.  tin  of  Ham. 
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100  tins  of  Smoked  Saithe. 

4  tins  of  Plums. 

4  tins  of  Beans. 

54  tins  of  Milk. 

2  tins  of  Cherries. 

3  tins  of  Meat  and  Gravy. 

10  tins  of  Peas. 

2  tins  of  Minced  Beef  Loaf. 

1  tin  of  Luncheon  Meat. 

281bs.  of  Mixed  Sweets. 

48  bars  of  Chocolate. 

26^1bs.  of  Bacon. 

4^1bs.  of  Cheese. 

7|lbs.  of  Beef. 

30  tins  of  Veal  and  Ham  Loaf. 

14  31b.  tins  of  Tomatoes. 

5  tins  of  Stewed  Steak. 

4  tins  of  Sardines. 

2  tins  of  Tongue. 

Knackers  Yard. 

Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  the  premises,  which  have 
been  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Shops  Act  1934. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Council,  this  Council  agreed 
to  your  Sanitary  Inspector  carrying  out  the  inspectoral  duties 
which  the  County  Council  are  required  to  administer  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act,  in  addition  to  the  duties  for  which 
the  Local  Authority  is  responsible. 

All  reports  relative  to  inspections  carried  out  are  forwarded 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  whose  staff  carrv  out 
the  administrative  duties  appertaining  thereto  : — 

The  following  Is  a  summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the  • 
year : — 


« 
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Number  of  inspections — 147. 

Number  of  contraventions  reported  to  the  County  Council 
as  to  : 

Failure  to  exhibit  or  provide  prescribed  form  in  regard 
to  the  provision  of  seats  for  female  shop 


assistants  .  22 

Failure  to  exhibit  weekly  half-holiday  notice  .  2 

Failure  to  exhibit  record  hours  of  employment  .  5 

Failure  to  exhibit  abstract  of  provisions  .  5 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

Waste  Water  Closets. 

In  November,  1949,  a  report  was  submitted  in  respect  of 
the  waste  water  closets  in  the  area,  as  a  result  of  such  report 
the  Council  approved  a  scheme  for  conversion  of  this  type  of 
closet.  The  approximate  number  was  112,  the  terms  of  the 
scheme  being  :  that  the  Council  were  prepared  to  make  a  grant 
to  owners  of  ^10,  or  half  cost,  whichever  was  the  less,  for  each 
conversion.  The  number  of  owners  who  took  advantage  of  the 
scheme  during  the  year  was  25,  and  the  number  of  waste  water 
closets  converted  being  31.  It  is  hoped  that  before  the  next 
report  is  presented  the  remaining  number  will  have  been  con¬ 
verted. 

Privy  Closets. 

The  number  of  privy  closets  in  the  area  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  year  was  45,  some  of  which  had  open  middens 
attached,  and  in  certain  instances  these  were  delapidated.  During 
the  year  9  privy  closets  were  converted  to  pail  closets,  and  one 
abolished.  The  remaining  35  privy  closets  are  situated  in  areas 
where  no  sewers  are  available. 

Pail  Closets. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pail  closets, 
this  being  due  to  the  conversion  of  privy  closets  to  pails  and  the 
provision  of  an  additional  pail  closet  in  the  Hillock  area.  The 
number  of  pail  closets  in  the  area  is  56,  with  the  exception  of 
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one  instances  ;  these,  like  the  privy  closets,  are  situated  in  areas 
where  there  is  no  sewer  available. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  sanitary  accommodation 
in  the  area  on  the  81st  December,  1950 : — 


Fresh  Water  Closets 

4263 

Waste  Water  Closets 

81 

Privy  Closets  . 

85 

Privy  Middens  . 

17 

Pail  Closets  . 

56 

Dust  Bins  . 

4451 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Factories  (Mechanical  anti)  Non-Mechanical). 

Twenty-six  inspections  were  made  to  Factory  premises  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

Three  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  during  the  period  under  review,  which  received  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  owners’  notice  being  drawn  to  them. 

REGISTER  OF  FACTORIES. 


Bleachers,  Dyers  and  Finishers  .  4 

Bakehouses  .  13 

Confectioners  .  2 

Gas  Appliances  .  1 

Towel  and  Tape  Weaving  .  8 

Joiners  and  Builders  .  11 

Plumbers  .  4 

Cycle  Repairs  .  1 

Dry  Cleaners  .  1 

Plastics  .  1 

Plaster  Casts  .  1 

Electrical  Repairs  .  1 

Blacksmiths  .  1 

Engineers  .  1 

Weaving  .  2 

Furniture  Manufacturers,  etc .  5 

Motor  Engineers  .  3 

Tailors  and  Pressers  .  2 

Rubber  Works  .  1 

Boot  Repairers,  etc .  3 
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Bakehouses. 

26  inspections  were  made  to  the  13  bakehouses  in  the  area, 
which  were  found  to  be  maintained  satisfactorily. 

Outworkers. 

Notices  were  received  in  respect  of  five  outworkers  whose 
premises  were  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  period  under  review  more  attention  was  devoted 
to  the  question  of  smoke  abatement.  13  timed  observations  were 
taken. 

Many  visits  were  made  to  factories  in  the  area,  and  discus¬ 
sions  have  taken  place  with  works  managers,  engineers,  and 
boiler  firemen  on  the  need  for  the  reduction  of  smoke  emissions. 

In  several  instances  the  inferior  quality  of  fuel  has  been  the 
reason  put  forward  for  excess  emissions,  and  I  feel  this  is  true 
in  some  cases.  Nevertheless  I  feel  that  if  more  care  was  exer¬ 
cised  in  the  boiler  houses  we  should  have  a  clearer  atmosphere. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

*  The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  became 
operative  on  31st  March,  1950,  on  which  date  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919,  was  repealed.  The  important  difference 
between  the  provision  of  the  new  and  old  Act  is,  that  the  Council 
are  now  directly  vested,  whereas  formerly  the  vesting  was  in  the 
County  Council,  who  delegated  their  powers  to  the  Council.  The 
new  Act  places  the  obligation  upon  the  Council  to  ensure  that,  so 
far  as  practicable,  its  area  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  was  carried  out  during  the 
period  under  review. 

There  are  two  employees  trained  in  the  recognised  technique 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  their  services  are  available 
for  dealing  with  infestation  and  giving  advice. 

There  is  a  free  service  in  respect  of  treatment  of  private 
dwellings.  Such  service  is  appreciated  by  the  public,  and  is  a 
great  help  to  the  Department,  insomuch  that,  on  an  occupier 
becoming  aware  that  rats  and  mice  are  present,  steps  are  taken 
to  notify  the  Department,  whereas  if  a  charge  was  made  for 
treatment,  notification  may  not  be  received  until  the  infestation 
had  increased,  or  until  the  occupier  had  endeavoured  to  eradicate 
the  pests  without  success. 

Whitefield  forms  part  of  the  Workable  Area  Committee  No. 
15,  and  your  representatives  on  such  Committee  were  Councillor 
H.  Hodgson  and  Councillor  H.  Muller,  and  your  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointecT  Chairman,  and 
Councillor  Miller  Deputy  Chairman. 

Councillor  Miller  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector  are  also  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Rodent  Consultative  Committee 

The  work  of  sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  twice  during 
the  year,  two  men  being  engaged  on  the  work  for  a  period  of 
445  hours. 
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First  Treatment. 

The  number  of  manholes  baited  was  504,  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Complete  takes — none. 

Partial  takes  from  239  manholes. 

No  takes  from  265  manholes. 

Second  Treatment. 

Complete  takes  from  1  manhole. 

Partial  takes  from  240  manholes. 

No  takes  from  263  manholes. 

In  addition  to  the  treatment  of  sewers  the  operator  was 
engaged  in  dealing  with  fhe  following : — 

The  rivers  Roach  and  Irwell,  which  are  a  distance  of 
approximately  3,760  yards,  were  treated  twice  during  the  year. 

58  private  houses  were  treated,  and  the  time  involved  was 
104  hours. 

12  business  premises  were  treated  on  request  of  the  owners, 
who  were  charged  with  the  work,  the  total  cost  being  fJXS  17s.  4d. 

Rag  Flock  Act. 

The  number  of  premises  in  the  area  from  which  rag  flock  is 
manufactured  or  sold  is  one. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Petrol  Licences. 

During  the  year  17  licences  were  renewed. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSINC. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

The  subject  matter  of  this  section  of  the  report  deals  with 
the  financial  year  ending-  31st  March,  1951,  as  distinct  from  the 
rest  of  the  report,  which  is  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1950. 

Refuse  Collection. 

During  the  period  under  review  efforts  have  been  exerted  to 
improve  the  collection  of  domestic  refuse,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
record  that  towards  the  close  of  the  year  this  was  achieved,  and 
thanks  are  due  to  the  collection  staff  and  public  for  their  co¬ 
operation. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  refuse  collectors  : 

Bins  Emptied.  Privies  Emptied.  Pails  Emptied.  No.  of  Loads 
158,843  37  2,184  2,006 

The  collection  staff  is  comprised  of  six  loaders  and  one 
driver.  It  will,  therefore,  I  feel,  be  appreciated  that  ft  is  no  mean 
task  to  collect  approximately  4,600  dust  bins  weekly. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  method  of  refuse  disposal 
from  that  of  previous  years.  The  staff  engaged  is  three,  one  of 
whom  is  totally  employed  on  baling  waste  paper. 

Salvage. 

The  work  of  salvage  collection  has  shown  an  improvement 
as  against  last  year’s.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  weight  of 
waste  paper  collected  by  approximately  18  tons,  whilst  kitchen 
waste  showed  an  increase  of  approximately  70  tons. 

A  new  waste  paper  baling  machine  was  purchased  during 
the  year. 
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The  staff  engaged  on  salvage  and  kitchen  waste  collection 
are  two  drivers  and  two  loaders. 

Transport. 

Transport  is  effected  by  : — 

1  ten  cubic  yard  Freighter,  for  refuse  collection. 

1  nine  cubic  yard  Fordson  Jekta,  for  collection  of  salvage. 
1  two  cubic  yard  Electric  vehicle,  for  collection  of  kitchen 
waste. 

Oust  Bin  Maintenance. 

The  scheme  for  the  maintenance  of  dust  bins  was  inaugurated 
in  June.  Since  its  inception  294  bins  have  been  supplied.  The 
amount  allowed  in  the  estimates  was  ^480,  equivalent  of  a  l^d. 
rate,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  estimate  was  not 
exceeded. 

The  benefits  derived  from  the  scheme,  are  many.  The  main 
one  being  the  immediate  replacement  of  defective  bins  of  the 
recognised  standard. 

Concentrate. 

The  amount  of  concentrate  sold  during  the  period  under 
review  was  79f  tons. 


REVENUE  FROM  SALES  OF  RESIDUALS. 


T. 

c. 

qr. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Baled  waste  paper 

135 

— 

1 

9 

1031 

9 

1 

Rags  . 

1 

4 

— 

— 

27 

18 

0 

Woollens 

— 

— 

1 

20 

1 

12 

1 

Bottles  .... 

7 

19 

1 

— 

15 

18 

6 

Lead  . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

10 

9 

Aluminium 

— 

— 

3 

17 

2 

3 

3 

Scrap  iron 

— 

16 

1 

— 

2 

0 

7 

Cartons . 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

4 

18 

0 

String  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

7 

6 

Kitchen  waste 

....  222 

16 

1 

— 

611 

10 

3 

Baling  wire  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

16 

2 

£1,700  4  2 
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COST  OF  COLLECTION. 


• 

£  s- 

d. 

Wages  . 

1944  13 

6 

Transport . 

.  856  16 

4 

Bins,  etc . 

.  344  4 

6 

Printing 

6  9 

0 

Bin  Trucks  . 

8  10 

0 

Miscellaneous  . 

.  3  15 

3 

£3,164  8 

7 

COST  OF  DISPOSAL. 

£  s. 

d. 

Wages  . :  . 

. 1282  12 

11 

Transport . 

1398  17 

4 

Overalls,  Gloves,  etc.  . 

.  19  5 

5 

Waste  Food  bins  . 

91  8 

2 

Repairs  to  buildings  . 

.  2  18 

3 

Baling  Wire 

.  22  0 

1 

Printing  . 

9  18 

0 

Sacks  . 

.  17  6 

0 

Miscellaneous  .  . 

.  3  16 

9 

Concentrate  .  . 

504  1 

1 

£3,352  4 

0 

GROSS  COST 

3352  4 

0 

Receipts- — Sale  of  Salvage  . 

1700  4 

2 

Receipts — Sale  of  Concentrate  .... 

561  13 

10 

NETT  COST 

....  £1,090  6 

0 

Actual 

Estimated 

Expenditure. 

Expenditure- 

£  s.  d. 

£  s. 

d. 

Collection  .  3,164  8  7 

3,434  0 

0 

Disposal  .  1,090  6  0 

1,022  0 

0 

£4,254  14  7 

£4,456  0 

0 

Estimate  Underspent  —  £201  5s.  5d. 
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Collection.  Disposal. 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Nett  Cost  per  1,000 

population  243  13  4  83  17  4 

Nett  Cost  per  1,000 

houses  744  10  0  128  6  0 


4 


■ 


